
78    Part I:  Introduction and Descriptive Statistics

FIGURE 3.1
 � An Ogive for the Cumulative Percent Distribution of Scores 
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The 50th percentile can be used to approximate the median of this distribution.

1.	 The _____________ is the combined mean of two or 
more groups of scores in which the number of scores 
in each group is disproportionate or unequal.

2.	 A researcher collects two samples of data. He 
finds the first sample (n = 8) has a mean of 5; the 
second sample (n = 2) has a mean of 10. What is the 
weighted mean of these samples?

3.	 What type of distribution is used to approximate the 
median?

4.	 The ____________ is the preferred measure of central 
tendency when a data set has outliers.

LEARNING CHECK 3

Answers: 1. Weighted mean; 2. 
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+= 3.Cumulative percent distribution; 4. Median.

The Mode
In addition to the mean and median, a third common measure of central 
tendency is the mode. The mode is the score that occurs most often in a data 
set. One advantage of the mode is that it is simply a count; no calculations 
or formulas are necessary to compute a mode. To find the mode, list a set of 
scores in numeric order and count the score that occurs most often.

The mode is generally reported in research journals with other measures 
of central tendency, such as the mean and median. It is rarely used as the 
sole way of describing data. Let us work through Examples 3.5 and 3.6 to 
find the mode. 

FYI
The mode reflects the score or scores 

that occur most often in a distribution. 

The mode is often reported in research 

journals with the mean or median.

The mode  is the value in a data 
set that occurs most often or most 
frequently.


